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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Erected in 1845, the John R. Jackson House has been restored to as near 
original condition as possible. Located eleven miles south of 
Chehalis on the old Pacific Highway, the building consists of log 
construction with a pole-beam ceiling. The house measures 16* by 26' 
and has a main living room and an upstairs loft. Some of the original 
Jackson furniture still remains inside. Today, the building is well 
fenced, well marked and easy to locate and visit.

Restoration efforts began in 1915, and must be recorded as some of the 
earliest evidence of interest in historic preservation in Washington 
State. Under the auspices of a woman's club from the nearby community 
of Chehalis, a new foundation was supplied and the chimney reconstructed. 
The group also acquired some of the furnishings original to the house, 
which had become scattered, and returned them to their original location. 
In 1935, the Civilian Conservation Corps working through the Washington 
State Parks and Recreation Commission built a cobblestone fence in the 
front of the house. Apparently at this time a split cedar shake roof 
was put on the house to replace the earlier covering.

The Jackson House became Washington's first State Park when it was 
acquired by the newly-formed State Board of Park Commissioners in 
1915. Mr. Augustine Donahoe, and his wife Kate, donated .46 acres of 
land from the John R. Jackson Donation Land Claim, including the Jackson 
House, to the State of Washington on August 23, 1915. The Deed stated: 
"Provided, however, that in case the aforesaid premises are not used 
for historical purposes or are abandoned for that purpose then and in 
that event the same is to revert to grantors their heirs and assigns." 
Soon after, the home was restored. In the early 1950's, State Parks 
repaired the foundation and a slipping chimney.

Prior to the 1950's, the Jackson House was the only historic "structure" 
included in the State Parks' system, although the State did own a 
number of historic "sites".

Detailed records describing the original reconstruction project remain 
undiscovered by State Parks and may be nonexistent. The following facts, 
however, are known: The floor is original; the building has not been 
moved; much of the walls are original; and the reconstruction was begun 
soon after acquisition by State Parks in 1915. Furthermore, the south 
wall and the porch appear to have been reconstructed with entirely new 
materials.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first American settler and land owner north of the Columbia River 
in what is now Western Washington was John R. Jackson, who established 
his homesite on the prairie divide between the Cowlitz and Chehalis 
River basins in October, 1845. A native of England, Jackson lived in 
New York and Illinois before settling temporarily in Oregon's 
Willamette Valley.

In July, 1845, Jackson and five companions headed north. Accompanying 
Jackson were W.P. Dougherty, organizer and charter member of the first 
Masonic Lodge in the Northwest and later a probate Judge of Pierce 
County; Major H.A.G. Lee, newly-elected Speaker of the House of 
Representatives under the Provisional Government; P.G. Stewart, member 
of the Executive Committee of the Provisional Government; and two men 
by the names of Watt and Holdray, active in public affairs at the time.

The group traveled down the Columbia River to present day Longview, 
then up Cowlitz River and onward to the confluence of the Skookumchuck 
and Chehalis Rivers, at which point the companions turned back. Upon 
reaching the divide, however, Jackson decided to build his home there.

Later, John R. Jackson was one of the group which met at Cowlitz
Landing to formulate a petition to Congress for the creation of a northern
territory, separate from Oregon Territory.

In addition to being an inn-keeper, Jackson operated a grocery store, 
was postmaster, justice of the peace, Captain in the Indian wars, and 
representative from Lewis County in the First Washington Territorial 
Legislature. Previously in 1846, he was also assessor for the Oregon 
Provisional Territory in the Vancouver District. In November, 1850, the 
First U.S. District Court held north of the Columbia River convened at 
the Jackson Home.

The extension of the Old Oregon Trail north from Cowlitz Landing became 
a military and post road. "The Highlands," as the Jackson Homestead was 
sometimes called, became the chief stopping place along this route. 
Hospitality of the Jacksons was extended to such army officers as U.S. 
Grant, George McClelland, and Phil Sheridan as well as Isaac Stevens, 
Washington's first Territorial Governor. Later, of course, these men 
were Civil War generals.



Johansen, Dorothy O. and Gates, Charles M. Empire of the Columbia:
A History of the Pacific Northwest. 2nd Edition. New York:
Harper and Row, Publishers, 1967.

Lewis County Historical Society Museum files, newspaper items from 
the Chehalis Bee-Nugget , Chehalis , Washington .
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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Charles H. Odegaattd 

Title Director - Washington State
Parks & Recreation Commission
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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